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Florida Atlantic University College of Medicine 
Class of 2016 

 

Jennifer Repucci, D.O. 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Class of 2016 
 

Greg Olsen, M.D. 
Medical College of Georgia at Georgia Regents University 
Class Of 2016 
 

Zhongbo Jin, M.D. 
China Medical University, Class of 1995 
Mayo Clinic Research Fellow 



2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

Table of Contents 

I. The Once and Future Chiefs….....3 

II. New Program Directors…............4-5 

III. New Unit Directors…...................6 

IV. Fond Farewells….........................7-9 

V. New Faculty….............................10-12 

VI. First Year Residents...................13 

VII. A Node to our Seniors...............14 

VIII. Current Fellows.........................15-16 

IX. Guest Speakers..........................17-19 

X. Honors and Awards...................20 

XI. New Arrivals…...........................21 

XII. Engagements............................22 

XIII. Photo Gallery............................23-28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 3 3 3 3 

Vatsal Patel, MD, PGY-III JT Kim, MD, PGY-III 

UF Pathology Newsletter   2015 - 2016 

   A Big Thank You to Our Chiefs!  

Good Luck to our New Chiefs 

Jorge Trejo, MD, PGY-II Wes Hiser, MD, PGY-II 
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A New Program Director for a 
New Era:  

Dr. Anthony Yachnis 
It is with great pleasure that we 
welcome Dr. Anthony Yachnis, M.D. as 
our new Residency Program Director! 
Following Dr. Lisa Dixon’s  appointment 
to associate dean for graduate medical 
education, and Dr. Christopher Carter’s 
departure to Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital in Ohio, we are excited to 
have Dr. Yachnis take the helm of our 
residency program.  
  
Dr. Yachnis has been a faculty member 
of the UF Department of Pathology, 
Immunology, and Laboratory Medicine 
for over two decades. He completed 
both his residency training in Anatomic 
Pathology and Neuropathology and 
fellowship training in Surgical 
Pathology at the University of 
Pennsylvania, followed by specialized 
training in pediatric neuropathology at 
the Philadelphia Children’s Hospital. 
Since joining the UF Department of 
Pathology in 1993, he has been an 
integral member of the faculty corps.  
 
Over the course of his career, he has 
authored over one hundred 
publications, ranging from journal 
articles, book chapters, and entire 
books. In addition to his clinical and 
educational responsibilities, he  
 
served on the editorial board for the 
Journal of Neuropathology and 
Experimental Neuropathology (1998–
2003), senior associate editor for the 
publication Laboratory Investigation 
(2003-2008), and has been a current  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Associate Editor for Histopathology. He 
has served on the Executive Council of 
the American Association of 
Neuropathologists, and was president 
of the organization from 2013-2014.  
  
Academic pursuits aside, Dr. Yachnis is 
a veritable pillar of the college and 
department’s community. His 
dedication and passion for education, 
both for residents and medical 
students, are exemplary, and are 
echoed by the many educational 
accolades he has earned over the 
years, from Basic Science Teacher of 
the Year, to Pathology Resident 
Educator of the Year, to Most Valuable 
Professor in Pathology. Dr. Yachnis is 
additionally one of the most sincere, 
gracious, and welcoming faculty 
mentors in the department.  
  
As Program Director, Dr. Yachnis 
continues Dr. Carter’s initiative of 
personalized guidance to his residents, 
paying individualized attention to our 
progression through ACGME 
milestones during our half-year 
evaluations, as well as regularly 
scheduled meetings during morning 
conferences. In conjunction with our 
new Associate Program Directors Dr. 
Jesse Kresak and Dr. Stacy Beal, Dr. 
Yachnis seeks to directly work together 
with residents to continue to improve 
the program. We count ourselves lucky 
to have Dr. Yachnis as our new captain, 
and look forward to continuing to build 
the future of the program with him!  
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Dr. Jesse Lee Kresak: 
Associate Program Director, AP 

 
 

Dr. Kresak takes on the mantle of AP 
Associate Residency Program 
Director in this new chapter of our 
residency program. After completing 
her medical school (2010) and 
pathology residency (2012) training 
at the USF College of Medicine, she 
joined our department as our 
Neuropathology fellow (2012-2014), 
where she soon became an integral 
member of what is now the 
legendary Neuropath faculty trio. We 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

were fortunate to keep her on as 
faculty in 2014, and since the start of 
her career as faculty, she has been a 
staunch resident advocate and 
mentor, providing guidance and 
support to many residents in both 
research endeavors and service-
related education. With Dr. Kresak in 
a formal role of program 
directorship, we can look forward to 
a future of strong guidance and 
leadership by example.  

Taking up the banner for Clinical 
Pathology, Dr. Beal enters into the 
role of CP Associate Residency 
Program Director. After completing 
her medical school training at the 
University of Florida College of 
Medicine (2008), she went on to 
complete pathology residency 
training (2012) at Baylor University in 
Dallas, TX, and a Clinical Microbiology 
fellowship at the University of Texas 
Southwestern Medical Center (2013). 
Upon completion of training, she 
served as medical director of the 
Microbiology Laboratories at Baylor 
University Medical Center. She 
returned to the University of Florida  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

College of Medicine to become an 
Associate Medical Director of the 
Microbiology Lab in the Department 
of Pathology in 2014. As a member of 
the faculty corps, Dr. Beal has been 
instrumental in facilitating resident 
clinical pathology education and 
involvement in laboratory 
participation, additionally serving as 
a faculty mentor to resident research 
activities. As associate program 
director, she has already 
demonstrated a firm commitment to 
resident development, lending her 
advice and attention to our 
milestone accomplishment. We 
greatly look forward to working with 
her! 

 

Dr. Stacy Beal: 
Associate Program Director, CP 
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Dr. David Gonzalo: 
Surgical Pathology Fellowship 

Director  
Together, we collectively sincerely 
thank Dr. Al-Quran for his service as 
director of the Surgical Pathology 
fellowship now as he departs for the 
University of Louisville in Kentucky, 
and we welcome Dr. Gonzalo as he 
next takes on the mantle of this new 
role! 
  
Dr. Gonzalo joined as faculty in the 
department in 2013, quickly 
becoming an integral member of the 
GI pathology unit as well as a 
dedicated teacher and mentor to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

residents and fellows. In 2014, Dr. 
Gonzalo stepped into departmental 
leadership as associate director of 
the GI fellowship program. As the 
new head of the Surgical Pathology 
fellowship, Dr. Gonzalo brings with 
him great energy and enthusiasm for 
education and training for residents 
and fellows alike. We look forward 
Dr. Gonzalo’s leadership and 
expertise as captain of this fellowship 
program! 

Coming to us as faculty from the 
eminent Cleveland Clinic, we are 
excited to announce Dr. Xiuli Liu as 
the new director of the GI Pathology 
fellowship program! Dr. Liu brings 
with her a wealth of experience in 
clinical medicine and anatomic 
pathology, a robust research mission, 
and a dedication to resident and  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

fellow education. Already in her 
relatively brief time with us, her 
didactic scope sessions have been 
immensely valuable to the residency 
corps, and she is quickly becoming a 
research mentor for residents. We 
look forward to her leadership and 
direction as director of the GI unit 
and fellowship! 

 

Dr. Xiuli Liu: 
GI Pathology Fellowship Director 
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  Fond Farewells 

Dr. Edward Wilkinson has served as a pillar of the University 
of Florida Department Of Pathology, Immunology, and 
Laboratory Medicine for 36 years. Throughout his time in the 
department, he has served an exemplary leader and mentor. 
Although he retires from clinical service on June 28, 2016, he 
will remain active in the department in a research capacity.  

  
Dr. Chen Liu departed from the department as a respected 
leader of the Gastrointestinal Pathology unit of the University 
of Florida Pathology Department to serve as Chair of the 
Department of Pathology & Laboratory Medicine at both 
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School and Rutgers Robert Wood 
Johnson Medical School. 

  
 
Dr. Christopher Carter joined the Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital in Ohio this year. During his time as resident, fellow, 
faculty and residency program director, Dr. Carter served as 
trusted colleague, leader, and friend to all in the department.  
 
 
  

Dr. Layla Alizadeh departed this spring to join a private 
reference laboratory practice in Maryland. During her time as 
faculty and assistant residency program director, she led 
residents and fellows alike by instruction and example, always 
having an open door and ear for her trainees.   
 
 
 

Dr. Samer Al-Quran headed to the University of Louisville in 
Kentucky. He served most recently as director of the Surgical 
Pathology fellowship program and associate director of the 
Hematopathology fellowship program. During his time with us, 
he additionally served as a faculty linchpin in the Anatomic 
Pathology department, signing out for the GU, Breast, and ENT 
services as well as the Hematopathology service. He will be 
missed as a faculty teacher and mentor.   
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  Fond Farewells 

Dr. Wonwoo Shon departs from our department as 
Dermatopathology faculty to join the Cedars Sinai Medical 
Center in Los Angeles, California. During his time with us he 
served as a teacher and research mentor to many residents.  
 
 
 
 

Dr. Ethan Stoll embarks to Texas to join Community 
Pathology Associates, a private practice associated with the 
Baylor College of Medicine, providing general pathology 
(AP/CP) services to community hospitals in the Houston area. 
During his time in our department as resident, fellow, and 
faculty, he was a valued colleague and teacher and will be 
greatly missed.  
 
  

Dr. Martha Burt departed from us as director of the UF 
autopsy service and a medical examiner for the District Eight 
medical examiner’s office in Gainesville. She joined the Clark 
County Medical Examiner’s Office in Vancouver, Washington 
over the summer of 2015. During her time as autopsy service 
director, she was a valued teacher of forensic pathology among 
the residents, and is remembered by many of us as one of the 
first faculty with whom we worked as first year residents. Her 
timeless etching of Beatle’s lyrics remains on the door of the 
first year resident’s office to this day.  
  

Dr. Nancy Hardt retired as faculty in the autopsy service over 
the summer of 2015. She will be missed and fondly 
remembered as one of the first faculty with whom we worked 
with as first year residents, and will also be remembered as a 
director of the UF Mobile Outreach Clinic. We are fortunate in 
that she will remain active in serving with community work 
such as the Southwest Advocacy Group.   
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  Fond Farewells 

Kerwin Kolheffer concluded his time with us in January 2016 
as one of our fearless Pathologist’s Assistants to join the 
Eastern Virginia School of Medicine as faculty, becoming 
involved the education and training of health professional 
students in gross anatomy and pathology. His philosophical 
soliloquies and grossing expertise will be greatly missed.  
 
 

  
April Engstrom departed from the department in August 
2015 to join the University Of Pittsburgh Medical Center as a 
senior Pathologist’s Assistant. Her sense of humor and steady 
hand in the gross room will be greatly missed.  
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Cathy Shaw retired as administrative assistant to the Autopsy service on 
February 26, 2016 after 31 years with UFH-Shands. We will miss you Cathy!  
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New Faculty Members                       

Dr. Wendy Stroh joins our department as our new director of 
the autopsy service. She completed her medical training at the 
University of New England College of Osteopathic Medicine 
(1984), subsequently completing her AP/CP residency training 
at the Naval Medical Center San Diego, in San Diego, California 
(1996). After working as a surgical pathologist from 1996 to 
2006, she completed her training in Forensic Pathology in 2007 
at the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner in Richmond, 
Virginia, and has worked as a forensic pathologist from 2007 
until the present.  Her personal interests include horseback 
riding, dancing, and old movies.  
 
 

Dr. Xiuli Liu joined our department this year as our new 
director of the GI/Liver Unit and Fellowship program. Dr. Liu 
completed her medical school education at Beijing Medical 
University (1990), and subsequently completed Internal 
Medicine residency at Dalian Medical University in Dalian City, 
China (1994). She earned a Master of Science (1997) as well as 
a PhD (2002) at the University of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences. She completed her pathology residency training and 
subsequently her GI pathology fellowship training at the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham. Following her training, 
she joined as faculty at the Anatomic Pathology Department of 
the Cleveland Clinic Medical Center & Lerner College of 
Medicine. Dr. Liu is an accomplished and prolific researcher and 
academician, having published over 100 peer-reviewed articles 
over the course of her career, with a focus on the subtleties of 
gastrointestinal and hepatopancreatobiliary pathology. We are 
fortunate and excited to work with Dr. Liu and continue to 
build our GI program with her! 
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New Faculty Members 

Dr. Kristianna Fredenburg joined the faculty corps this past 
year as surgical pathology faculty specializing in ENT and 
Pulmonary pathology. Originally from Nashville, Tennessee, she 
completed her medical school training at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill before joining the UF Department 
of Pathology as a resident. She subsequently stayed on to 
complete a year of Surgical Pathology fellowship, followed by a 
year of specialized training in ENT and Pulmonary pathology. As 
a physician scientist, she balances her faculty clinical duties 
with research. In her free time, she loves spending time with 
her husband and three children, Abigail, Mia, and Henry! 
 
  

Dr. Ashwini Esnakula joined our surgical pathology faculty 
this year. After completing his medical training at Kasturba 
Medical College in Mangalore, India (2006), he went on to 
complete a master course in tumor biology at Georgetown 
University in Washington D.C (2007). He completed his 
residency training at Howard University Hospital in Washington 
D.C. (2013), and subsequently completed a surgical pathology 
fellowship at Barnes Jewish Hospital and Washington University 
in St. Louis (2014). He subsequently completed a GI fellowship 
at the Cleveland Clinic in Cleveland, Ohio (2015) before joining 
the UF Department of Pathology as faculty. We look forward to 
working with Dr. Esnakula for years to come! 

 
 
Dr. Ethan Stoll joined the faculty corps this academic year as 
surgical pathology faculty. Originally from Columbus, Ohio, he 
completed his medical school training at the Lake Erie College 
of Osteopathic Medicine in 2010. He subsequently joined the 
UF Department of Pathology as a resident, completing his 
residency training in 2014 and fellowship training in Surgical 
Pathology in 2015. His personal interests include travel, fishing, 
brewing beer, tennis, and walking his dog.  
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New Faculty Members                       

Lindsey Kenny joined our department this year as a 
Pathologist’s Assistant. Lindsey hails from Big Rapids, Michigan, 
and completed her undergraduate training at Armstrong 
Atlantic State University in Savannah, Georgia, in 2009, 
majoring in Biology and Chemistry. She completed her post-
graduate training at Quinnipiac University in New Haven, 
Connecticut, in 2012. Lindsey has a deep love for music, both 
as a listener and musician, rocking out on her keytar in her free 
time.  Additionally, she enjoys watching movies, traveling, and 
playing with her two chinchillas, Miku and Misa.  
 
 

Leigha Turcott joined our department this year as a 
Pathologist’s Assistant. Originally from Mulberry, Florida, she 
completed her undergraduate education at the University of 
South Florida with a degree in Medical Technology in 2011, and 
completed post-graduate training at West Virginia University in 
2014. Her hobbies include playing with her dog Lily, going to 
the beach, and enjoying the great outdoors.  
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Vektra Casler is from Grand Rapids, Michigan, by way of 
medical school in Detroit.  Her job history includes stints as 
security guard, graphic designer, accounting, insurance sales, 
Comcast cable repair technician, long distance truck driving, 
tutor, chemistry lab instructor, and teacher. After taking a 
Human Anatomy course at Grand Rapids Community College, 
she was hooked, leading her to Wayne State University School 
of Medicine, where she graduated in 2015. Her personal 
interests include anything computer or crafting related, having 
built her own home-built computer simulator rig. 

Danielle Harrell is from Maynardville, Tennessee, a small 
town outside of Knoxville and completed her undergraduate 
studies in microbiology at the University of Tennessee-
Knoxville. She completed her medical school training at DeBusk 
College of Osteopathic Medicine in 2015. Her hobbies include 
spending time with her husband and children with four legs 
(two dogs and a cat) as well as keeping active in the form of 
running, yoga, and biking. She enjoys playing trivia and board 
games with friends and is interested in experimenting with new 
foods and recipes.  

James Isom is from Washington, DC and completed his major 
in Electrical Engineering with a minor in Microelectronics 
Engineering at Virginia Tech in 2008. He completed his medical 
school training at the Medical College of Georgia in 2015. His 
interests include cooking (and eating), exercise , and travel.  He 
plans on completing another marathon during the upcoming 
year as well as travelling to Morocco.  Recently, James became 
engaged, so he is also planning a wedding with his fiancée. 

Elham Nasri is from Esfahan, Iran, and completed her medical 
school training at the Esfahan University of Medical Science in 
2011. Her Interests within Pathology include General Surgical 
Pathology as well as Bone and Soft tissue Pathology.  In her free 
time she enjoys yoga, cycling, reading, gardening, Persian 
literature, and playing tennis.  

First Year Residents  
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A Nod to Our Seniors  

Michael Chang, MD Carlos Diez Freire, MD 

Andrea Duque, MD Yanfei Huang, MD-PhD 

Wendi O’Connor, MD 

With pride and fondness we graduate 

our senior residents! Michael Chang 
and Yanfei Huang will stay on as our 

GI Fellows next year. Carlos Diez 
Freire will join UF Health Jacksonville 

for a Cytopathology Fellowship. Wendi 
O’Connor will head to Washington 
University in in St. Louis for a Surgical 

Pathology fellowship. Andrea Duque 
will head to a Blood Bank fellowship in  
UF Health Jacksonville.  
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   Current Fellows  
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Dr. Katherine Phillips’ Floridian hometown is DeBary; 
however, before she was a Floridian, she spent time growing up 
in both Japan (ages 1-8) and Germany (8-16). She completed her 
undergraduate training at Florida State University in 2006 with a 
major in Biology and minor in Chemistry. She joined the 
University of Florida community first to complete her medical 
school training (2011) and proceeded to stay on to complete her 
residency training (2015), serving as a chief resident during her 
residency tour of duty. She is currently completing her fellowship 
training in Cytopathology here at the UF Department of 
Pathology, after which she will take her talents to a private 
practice position in Grand Junction, Colorado. In her personal 
time, her hobbies include biking, staying active, and spending 
time with her family.  

 
Dr. Michael Feely is from Buffalo, NY, and completed his 
medical school training at Nova Southeastern College of 
Osteopathic Medicine. He joined the University of Florida 
Department of Pathology for his residency, serving as chief 
resident in his time, and graduating in 2015. He stayed on with us 
as a GI Fellow for the 2015-2016 year, and we are fortunate to 
keep him as faculty upon completion of his fellowship training. 
 

Dr. Kent Newsom is from Valparaiso, Indiana, and completed 
his undergraduate degrees in Business Finance and Pre-Med at 
the University of Florida in 2002. He completed his medical 
school training at Nova Southern University in 2008, and after 
some time in the wilds of Surgery Residency, he came to his 
senses and completed Pathology residency at the University of 
Florida Department of Pathology in 2015. We were fortunate to 
keep him for an additional year as a GI Fellow. Upon completion 
of fellowship training, he will be joining a private practice in 
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina. His interests include 
unpacking the subtle complexities of wine as a certified wine 
specialist, running, golf, and travel.  
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   Current Fellows  

Dr. Dianne Torrence was born in Bridgetown, Barbados in the West 
Indies, and earned her Bachelors of Medicine and Surgery at the 
University of West Indies in 2004. She joined General Surgery 
residency, and after coming to her senses, subsequently joined and 
completed Pathology residency training at the Yale School Medicine. 
She completed a fellowship in Oncology and Surgical Pathology at the 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in New York. She joined the 
UF Department of Pathology in 2015 as our Bone and Soft Tissue 
Pathology Fellow.  Her personal interests include travel.  

 
Dr. Jack Wilson hails from Winter Park, Florida, and completed his 
Bachelor of Science at Auburn University in 1985. He completed his 
medical school training at the University of Alabama School of 
Medicine in Birmingham (1989), and a residency in OB/GYN at the 
University of South Florida in Tampa, Florida (1993), before finally 
seeing the light and completing his Pathology Residency at the 
Orlando Health Department of Pathology in 2015. He is currently 
completing his fellowship training in Hematopathology here at the 
University of Florida Department of Pathology. In his free time, his 
interests include reading and spending time with his family.  
 

Dr. Meggen Walsh was born in Willingboro, New Jersey, and 
earned her undergraduate Bachelor of Science at DeSales University 
in Pennsylvania in 2001, and earned her Master of Science in 2002, 
after which she practiced as a neurosurgical Physician’s Assistant.  She 
graduated from Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine in 
Pennsylvania in 2011, after which she completed her Pathology 
Residency at the University of Kentucky in 2015. She joined the UF 
Department of Pathology in 2015 as our Neuropathology Fellow, and 
remains an active member of the College of American Pathologists.  
 

Dr. Bhavesh Papadi is originally from Chennai, India, and 
completed his medical school training at the Madras Medical College 
in Chennai in 2004. After graduation he subsequently joined Internal 
Medicine for 3 years at the Queen Elizabeth the Queens Mother 
Hospital, Margate, in Kent, United Kingdom. He completed his 
Pathology residency at the University of South Alabama in Mobile, 
Alabama in 2012. His personal interests include exploring the 
outdoors, kayaking, snorkeling and learning to surf. 
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Guest Speakers 
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We had the pleasure of hosting 

Bharat Nathwani, MD as our first 
guest speaker of the academic year 
on January 11, 2016. Dr. Nathwani is 
a world-renowned expert on lymph 
node pathology with over 100,000 
cases-worth of experience over the 
course of his career, and is currently 
Hematopathology faculty at the City 
of Hope Hospital in Duarte, 
California.  
 
Dr. Nathwani completed his 
pathology residency training at the 
Grant Medical College in Bombay, 
India in 1972, subsequently coming 
the United States for additional 
training. He spent a decade at the 
City of Hope Medical Center in 
Duarte, California, working with Dr. 
Henry Rappaport. In 1984, Dr. 
Nathwani was appointed full 
professorship as pathology faculty 
with tenure and Chief of 
Hematopathology at the University 
of Southern California, Keck School 
of Medicine in Los Angeles, where 
he practiced for 25 years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Nathwani subsequently returned 
to the City of Hope Medical Center 
in Duarte, CA, serving as professor of 
pathology and Director of Pathology 
Consultation Services. In addition to 
an esteemed diagnostic career, Dr. 
Nathwani has led a robust research 
career, serving as Principal 
Investigator to R01 Grant-funded 
supported by the NIH/NCI, and has 
authored 170 publications over his 
career. Additionally, he has given 
over 300 lectures, seminars, and 
workshops domestically and 
worldwide.  
 
Dr. Nathwani started his visit to the 
University of Florida with a morning 
lecture series for the residents on 
the morphologic approach to the 
diagnosis of lymphoma, and gave a 
Grand Round talk at noon for the 
entire department. Lunching with 
the residents and fellows, he shared 
his insights and wisdom on the 
makings of a satisfying career and 
the future of Pathology.  
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Guest Speakers 

Lester D.R. Thompson, MD 
visited our department on April 11, 
2016. As a leader in the field of 
Head, Neck, and Endocrine 
Pathology, Dr. Thompson currently 
serves as an expert consultant for 
the Southern California Permanente 
Medical Group in Woodland Hills, 
California.  
 
After completing his medical school 
training at Loma Linda University 
(1988), he underwent residency 
training in Orthopedic Surgery at the 
Loma Linda University Medical 
Center (1989) before completing his 
pathology residency training at the 
University of California Los Angeles 
(UCLA) in 1993 and earning board 
certification in Cytopathology in 
1996. Dr. Thompson is additionally 
an honorably retired Captain in the 
United States Navy Reserve Medical 
Corps, with a distinguished and 
decorated service record. In addition 
to earning the Defense Meritorious 
Medal, an honor bequeathed to 
members of the United States 
Armed Forces who have 
distinguished themselves by non-
combat meritorious service in 
leadership positions and performing  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

exceptionally outstanding work 
(third highest peacetime Defense 
award), he is also expert marksman  
as recipient of the Navy Expert 
Rifleman and Pistol Shot Medals. In 
addition to diagnostic work and 
military service, Dr. Thompson is 
author to more than 250 
professional publications, and has 
authored and co-authored of eight 
books in the specialization of Head 
and Neck Pathology.  
 
Dr. Thompson began his visit to the 
University of Florida with a riveting 
resident Unknowns Case Conference 
session, covering an array of entities 
in Head, Neck, and Endocrine 
Pathology. Following an informal 
lunch with residents and fellows, he 
gave an afternoon Grand Rounds 
lecture series for the department, 
covering diagnostic topics ranging 
from human papilloma virus-
associated malignancies of the 
oropharyngeal tract, to clarifying the 
new categorization of Non-invasive 
Follicular Thyroid Neoplasm with 
Papillary-like Nuclear Features 
(NIFTP).  
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Guest Speakers 
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This year, our June 11, 2016 
Resident Research Day keynote 

speaker will be Stuart J. Schnitt, 
MD. Dr. Schnitt is an internationally 
recognized expert in the arena of 
Breast Pathology, and is the Director 
of the Division of Anatomic 
Pathology at Beth Israel Deaconess 
Medical Center, co-leader of the 
Dana Farber Harvard Cancer Center 
Breast Program, and a Professor of 
Pathology at Harvard Medical 
School. After completing his 
pathology residency training as well 
as fellowship training in Surgical 
Pathology at the Beth Israel Hospital 
in Boston, Massachusetts, he has 
gone on to build a preeminent 
career, serving as president of the  
United States and Canadian 
Academy of Pathology (2010-2011) 
and leading a robust academic 
mission, publishing over 300  
professional articles, reviews,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

editorials, commentaries, and book 
chapters in the specialization of 
Breast pathology, including seminal 
contributions as an editor of the 
fourth edition of the World Health 
Organization Classification of 
Tumours of the Breast (2012). His 
research interests include clinically 
and epidemiologically-correlated 
studies examining risk factors for 
malignant recurrence in patients 
with invasive breast carcinoma and 
ductal carcinoma in situ treated with 
breast-conserving therapy, as well as 
examining risk factors for breast 
malignancy in women with benign 
breast disease, and factors 
underlying breast tumor 
progression. We are fortunate to 
host Dr. Schnitt this coming 
Research Day, and look forward to 
meeting him and benefitting from 
his expertise!  
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HONORS AND AWARDS 

Dr. Michael Chang won the 2015 Duel in Dermatopathology Award for his  
presentation, “ETV6 Gene Rearrangement in a Mammary Analogue Secretory 
Carcinoma of the Skin,” at the American Society of Dermatopathology (ASDP) 
conference. 
 

Dr. JT Kim’s “Malignant TFE3-rearranged perivascular epithelioid cell 
neoplasm (PEComa) presenting as a subcutaneous mass” won the ASDP’s 
Physician-in-Training Award for the meeting’s poster abstract session. 
 

Dr. Elham Nasri was awarded first place for her poster presentation, 
“Tumorigenic and Non-Tumorigenic Osteosarcoma Cell Subpopulations Exhibit 
Distinct MiRNA Expression Profiles,” at the Florida Society of Pathologists 
conference in February 2016, Orlando, Florida. She earned the third place 
poster presentation award at the Musculoskeletal Tumor Society and 
International Society of Limb Salvage combined meeting (MSTS-ISOLS), 
October 2015, in Orlando, Florida for her research. Additionally she won the 
Outstanding Resident Educator Award, Society of Teaching Scholars, University 
of Florida, March 2016. 
 

Dr. Carlos Diez Freire completed the RAST (RESIDENTS AS TEACHERS) 
longitudinal course. His publication, “Brain Microglial Cytokines in Neurogenic 
Hypertension,” reached 541 citations this year.  
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 NEW ARRIVALS 

UF Pathology Newsletter   2015 - 2016 

Phoebe Ann Chang was 
born on February 27th, 
2016, to Michael and 

Liz Chang 

Ivan Alberto 
Tulla-Rivera was 
born on October 
12th, 2015 to Dr. 
Marie Rivera and 
her husband Luis 

Tulla 

Valerie Yiyi Yuan 
was born on March 
4, 2016, to Yanfei 

Huang and her 
husband.  

Elsie June Beal was born on 
February 13, 2016 to Drs. 

Stacy and Casey Beal 

Noah Mark Hiser was born 
on May 23rd, 2015 to Wes 

and Ashley Hiser 

Amitha Papadi was 
born on December 

20th, 2015 to 
Bhavesh Papadi and 

his wife 
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   Engagements   

Sarah Jansen & James Isom were engaged at 
Cathedral Grove in Muir Woods on April 4th 

of 2016. 
 

Congratulations Sarah and James! 
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Photo Gallery 
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Onward now! To new beginnings… 


